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Using Cooperative Groups

Cooperative learning is a
systematic way for students to
work together in groups of two
to four. Quite often, early pri-
mary students need to have their
own materials, but can work in
groups to share ideas and to learn
from one another. Through such
interactions, students are more
likely to take responsibility for
their own learning. The use of
cooperative groups provides
necessary support for reluctant
learners, models community
settings where cooperation is
necessary, and enables the
teacher to conduct hands-on
investigations in a more
manageable environment.

Students wear job badges that
describe their duties. Tasks are
rotated within each group for
different activities so that each
student has an opportunity to
experience all roles. Teachers
even may want to make class
charts to coordinate job assign-
ments within groups.

Once a cooperative model for
learning has been established in
the classroom, students are able
to conduct science activities in
an organized and effective
manner. All students are aware
of their responsibilities and are
able to contribute to successful
group efforts.
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Word Bank

As you work through the unit, the following words or phrases may be used to
reinforce or supplement the activities. Space has been provided for you to add your
own words to the list.

air
animal
plant
consumer
producer
fruit
habitat
hunger
living
mammal
model
moist
need
necessary
nonliving
nutrient
observe

organism
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evaporation
water vapor
resources
predict
radish
record
reproduce
root

seed

skin

soil

spider
sugar
sunlight
survive
vegetable
want

worm
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